Incidence of Chlorine leakage at
Govindpura Industrial Area
on 05th and 06th March 2014

during scrap cutting



Location of the Leak site

Plot No. 7/7, H sector, Govindpura Industrial Area
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M/s Laxmi Sales Agencies, Plot No. 7/7, Sector 'H‘, Govindpura, Bhopal
The unit is involved in the business of Scrap and is registered as Fabrication and
profile cutting industry. a chlorine cylinder was received in scrap material through
an auction by the Metal Scrap Trading Corporation.
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Leak started in the evening : Regional Office staff sent to site

Gas leak was reported . Gas having a pungent odour that caused
Lacrymation of eyes and severe Coughing: suspected Chlorine

05.03.2014

Water curtain to reduce Gas concentration in the vicinity of leaking cvlinder
Photograph taken by a Photojowrnalist of a local News paper on the Wight of 5th March'2014
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%05.03.2014

CISF personell approching the site after the water curtain was

established and reporting the size of the hole in the Cylinder
Photographs taken by a photojournalist of a local Wews paper on the Night of 5th march'2014



Reporting in Local News Paper on 6t March 2014
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06.03.2014

The photograph from mside the shed. The Chlorine cylinder that was pegged on Night of
5th March'2014 with the help of CISF men can be seen with ice formation on the out side




06.03.2014

S ; M s - . 5 E 3 Bk b1 e
- " T ] B - E . s s e = -
- b S g % . T i ; i : 53
P L1 s i | gl ___. g i ok i, T T .
[ ) =T -"f‘-" ks e . x 1-.':"‘-1#. e B - i e - A Sl g, - g 3

A pit was dug near leaking cvlinder on 6th March to attempt Neutralization of Chlorine gas
The cvlinder that was pegged on earlier night. the ice formation on cylinder mayv bhe seen




06.03.2014

Nagar Nigam person with SCBA reaching towards Cvlnder to put it m the Cham shng
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06.03.2014 . LR
06.03.2014

The Cvilinder being lifted & lowered in to the temporarv Pit




Nutralization is initiated and the yellow Chlorine Gas can be seen in the pit when pH is lowered
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Al Photographs taken iie_on 09.03.2014

Markings on the cvylinder
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Incidence site was completely cleaned-up and restored by the occupier [09t" March]




Lapses that hampered the field operation :

Apparently there were a few lapses in the entire operation but in the
given emergent situation there was hardly any time to inform the
chlorine network and to seek any Professional help.

Lack of basic chlorine monitoring instruments in the regional office
Laboratory. Deficiency in required personal protective equipments.

The Regional Officer also informed to the district administration but
no action was initiated from that end. BMC sent one person with
SCBA with only 5 minuets air in Cylinder. The Govindpura fire
brigade does not have any equipment or training for such issues.

The presence of police force would have helped to keep the by-
standers at bay, who at number of occasion created panic and
hampered the action.



The Activity was supported by

BHEL safety Officials
CISF Officers & Men (BHEL unit)
Bhopal Municipal Corporation

Local Industrial Association
Medical Helpline - 108

ERC & Regional Office, MPPCB
are grateful for their selfless support
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