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Awareness-cum Training Workshop on

Chemical Safety Preparedness & Emergency Response
Organized by

Emergency Response Centre, M. P. Pollution Control Board

A Note on the Proceedings of the Workshop

The Emergency Response Centre, Bhopal organized an out-reach program on
"Chemical Safety, Preparedness and Emergency Response" at Malanpur industrial
area in Madhya Pradesh on 30th June 2011 to create awareness among the industry
personnel, the different first responder groups (the officials from Police, Fire brigade,
district administration , Department of Industrial Health & Safety) and also the people

living in the vicinity of chemical industries.

The program started with the welcome address from Shri R.K. Gupta, Regional
Officer, M.P. Pollution Control Board, Gwalior. The program was inaugurated by Dr.
N.P. Shukla , the Chairman, M.P. Poliution Control Board and Shri K.K. Tiwari,
Managing Director, Audyogik Kendra Vikas Nigam, Malanpur. This was followed by
opening Remarks by Dr. Gunwant Joshi, Chief Chemist and Head of Emergency
Response Centre explained the need of organizing such programmmes and
highlighted the importance of preparedness in the chemical emergencies. The chief
guest of the program Dr. N.P. shukla, under who’s initiative and directions the activity
was organized, praised the efforts of the ERC in taking the issues of chemical safety
and preparedness to it's member industries and the first responders and said that the
ERC should be vigilant and should go to all its members in their settings and have a
feel of the area and the problems faced by the industries in maintaining high levels of
preparedness to meet chemical emergencies. He also asked the industries to avail
full benefits of the ERC and also share all the pertinent information with the Board.
He further informed the industries about the concept of transparency and

responsibility being the main focus of board’s work culture as reflected in
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implementation of Narmada XGN an on-line consent management system. Shri K. K.
Tiwari who was the special guest of honour praised the initiative taken by the board
and stressed the importance of the safety audits in chemical industry. He also
stressed the need of Emergency response and Operation Centre at each of the
important industrial locations so that all the chemical accidents can be squarely dealt

with and the emergency is immediately attended before it turns in to disaster.

Shri Avinash Mishra, Managing Director M/s. Godrej Consumer Care Product Ltd.,
Malanpur shared with the audience the issues related to the onsite emergency plan
and mock drills and thanked ERC for taking—up the out reach program. He further
expressed that such programs shall help develop better coordination amongst the
industry, the first responders, regulators and the technical support group such as

ERC and appealed the fellow industry men to make best use of this opportunity.

The Vote of Thanks was extended by Shri Manoj Jain of ERC, M.P. Pollution Control
Board, Bhopal

A total of 72 participants from various industries, District administration, the first
responders and regulators (MPPCB and DIHS) attended the programme and were
benefited from the workshop. The resource persons as guest speakers were from
Central Pollution Control Board, Delhi, National Informatics Centre, New Delhi,
Disaster Management Institute, Bhopal and Department of Industrial Health & Safety,
Govt. of Madhya Pradesh.

In the 1% technical session, Shri Gurudutt spoke on 'Manufacture, Storage & Import of
Hazardous Chemicals Rules 1989 and Chemical Accidents (EPPR) Rules 1996. He
informed about status of import of hazardous chemicals in the country and the course
that one has to follow, including mandatory provisions like permission from the
concerned State Pollution Control Board and Ministry of Environment & Forests,

Government of India. He also talked about responsibilities of industry owner and the
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